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ADVANCED INTEGRATIVE SEMINAR I
AGING /GERIATRIC SEMINAR FOR
Hartford Scholars in Aging
John A. Hartford Foundation Practicum Partnership Program








Prerequisites: MSW 2nd year status, SW 505, 515, 525
Time: Friday, 11:10-12:00 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Advanced Integrative Seminar I provides a format for students accepted into the Hartford
Scholars in Aging as part of the John A. Hartford Foundation Practicum Partnership
Program.  The course will assist students to integrate theory and practice, continue to 
develop a professional identity, and gain mastery in advanced practice from an integrated 
practice framework.  All students enrolled in this seminar are placed in aging-related
practicum sites, including one primary practicum site and one secondary rotation
practicum site.
Students in this seminar will be exposed to The University of Montana School of Social
Work Best Practices in Aging/Intergenerational Social Work and the Social Work
Leadership Institute’s Geriatric Social Work Competencies. The seminar instructor will 
assist students in designing practicum experiences that will allow them to develop as
many of these competencies as possible.
Several times during the semester, community social workers and other professionals will 
be invited into the classroom to share practice knowledge or teach practice skills in aging.  
Students will participate in selecting presenters and topics related to their interests and
practicum goals.
Through teaching presentations and classroom discussions, students will be exposed to 
the continuum of care for older adults in need of services (well elderly to end of life care)
and to the structure of services to older adults and their families (social services to
medical services).
This seminar is designed to allow students to take the lead in generating discussions
regarding issues and aspects of their practicum.  Students will also be encouraged to think 
   





   
   






























    
  
creatively and critically to apply the principles of integrated practice to their field
experience. In addition, attention and guidance will be offered to students working on 
their portfolio project.
RELATION TO OTHER COURSES 
Advanced Integrative Seminar I builds on all the foundation courses and the
competencies gained in the Foundation Practicum.  The overall purpose of this series of
courses is to prepare for advanced practice in rural settings.  The aging seminar will focus
primarily on integrated practice with older adults and their families.
CONCENTRATION OBJECTIVES THAT RELATE TO THE COURSE 
1. Prepare students to apply the principles of integrated practice to work with 
individuals, families, organizations, and communities in both rural and global
contexts.  (CO 1)
2. Prepare students to apply practice frameworks that consider the importance of
historical, political, and cultural contexts in shaping problems and solutions.  
(CO 2)
3. Provide students with opportunities to apply policy analysis frameworks to
agency settings and social problems and to develop action and/or advocacy
plans to effect change. (CO 4)
4. Provide students with opportunities to engage in critical self-reflection and to 
examine the values and assumptions that underlie theory, practice, policies,
and programs.  (CO 6)
5. Provide students opportunities to implement intervention strategies to practice
settings based on empirical, theoretical, and experiential knowledge and to 
apply social work values that address individual and social problems and 
propose modifications and innovations.  (CO 8)
6. Provide students with opportunity to apply research knowledge and derive
intervention strategies that are based on understandings of urban and rural
communities and that enlist the cooperation of organizations and citizen 
groups in arriving at collaborative decisions.  (CO 10)
7. Provide students with opportunities to develop intervention strategies that
illustrate understandings of the forms and mechanisms of oppression and 
discrimination based on gender, ability, race, age, class, and sexual identity
and that respect difference and the dignity of human life.  (CO 11)
8. Provide students with the opportunities to create a professional portfolio that























   
 
 
    
 

















integrated practice in response to an identified social problem or practice area.
(CO 12)
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
All course objectives can / will be focused on aging-related learning activities.
1. Demonstrate an appreciation for and understanding of the dynamics of the
group process through attendance, contributions to professional discussions, 
and providing support to other students.
2. Design individualized and measurable learning objectives for the practicum
experience.
3. Describe the practicum agency in terms of structure, mission, history,
function, services, funding, client group, and theoretical frameworks that are 
utilized.
4. Demonstrate an ability to analyze and critique the practicum agency on its
fulfillment of its mission and effectiveness with its clients and the community.
5. Identify, analyze, and critique the major social policies affecting the practicum 
agency and its clients.
6. Demonstrate the ability to conduct assessments utilizing the integrated
practice framework.
7. Understand the unique aspects of rural, semi-rural and urban communities.
8. Demonstrate a beginning understanding of the integrated practice model in
relation to intervention.
9. Present relevant elements of professional portfolio.




        
                                      
 
          
     
 
     
 
      
 
    
 
      
 
       
 
      
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
       
 
     
 
    
 











Class 1 8/29 Overview and Discussion of Advanced Practicum Learning
Objectives
Class 2 9/5 Thinking Ahead to Your Portfolio—Making Links to
Practicum
Class 3 9/12 Advanced Practice from an Integrated Practice Framework
Class 4 9/19 Assessment from an Integrated Practice Framework
Class 5 9/26 Assessment from an Integrated Practice Framework
Class 6 10/3 Intervention from an Integrated Practice Framework
Class 7 10/10 Intervention from an Integrated Practice Framework
Class 8 10/17 Agency Context of Practice
Class 9 10/24 Community / Rural Context of Practice
Class 10 10/31 Aging Special Topics (Prescription Drugs and the Elderly)
Class 11 11/7 Aging Special Topics (Aging Network)
Class 12 11/14 Geriatric Social Work Skills Lab
Class 13 11/21 Social Policy Analysis
Class 14 11/29 THANKSGIVING
Class 15 12/5  Wrap-up and Reflection
ASSIGNMENTS 
Students will share their learning agreement objectives for the first semester.  Over the 
course of the semester, students will come prepared to discuss practicum
issues in relationship to weekly seminar themes and demonstrate an 
understanding of the integrated practice model in the context of their
practicum setting.  Students are expected to participate in discussions, 
provide consultation to student peers, and lead the discussion one full class
period.  Students are to present, discuss, and critically examine their










   







    







Advanced Integrative Seminar I is graded on a credit/no credit basis.  Students will be
graded on their attendance and participation, their contributions to the
group process and the professional development of student peers, and their
ability to articulate academic content with actual practicum experiences.
Students are allowed one excused absence.
Students will be given the online version of the Palmore Facts on Aging quiz at the
beginning of the semester as a pre-test of their knowledge and attitudes
about aging. They will also complete a self-assessment of their skills
related to the Social Work Leadership Institute’s Geriatric Social Work
Competencies.
SUGGESTED READING LIST 
Students will bring relevant readings from other course work to bear on discussions of
practice issues.  In addition, recommended readings related to weekly
seminar themes will be placed on reserve at Mansfield Library.
Garthwait, Cynthia.  The social work practicum: a guide and workbook for students. 
2008, Allyn and Bacon, Boston, MA.  (on reserve at Mansfield Library)
